Locals say
wind farms —only to
be overruled by SNP

By Georgia Edkins

HUNDREDS aof "unsightly’ wind
Farms have been approved by Scot-
ish Ministers, despite being
rejected by residents and councils.

In 209 cases, local authorities
refused permizsion for terbines o
be built, bat the Scottish Govern:
ment overturned their decisions

Since the SNP came to power In
2007, nearly half of the 470 sppeals
submitted by rejected developers
were later given approval by the
Scottizsh Government,

And during the pandemic - when
moet consultations with the public
were online anly - five new wind
farms have been approved. in
Magrant disregard of local opinion
and council decisions,

Inim Milligan, spokesman for Save
Oar Hills, lost night urged Minis-
ters to heed rejoctions from coun-
cils and listen to communities
blighted by the massive turbimes.

& sald: ‘Local authorities refuse
wind farm applications because
they don't M with local develop-
nuest plans - plans, which have been
put in place following extensive
consultation. In waving through

IMPACT: Wind surtines have baen
slammed as a biod on the Bnoscaps

thess applications, the Scottish
Government pays no more than lip
service to the views of the very
communities they're supposed to
serve and are almost invariably
oppesed to these applications,”

Mr Milligan sdded: "These deci-
sjome pre made by civil servants
who are not elected reprosents-

tives and therefore don't need to
answer o the people who have 1o
live with these enormous and
damagring developments

“This trend of ov local
authority decigions on swch
important lssues simply cannot
conlinue.

The Scattish Government has a
Tet-zero’ target for the year 2045,
which means the amount of harm-

gases produced will
e at least matched by the smount

“Trend of overturning
local authority decisions’

removed from the atmosphere,
with a growth in wind power set to
play & major part

Latest Scottish Government flg-
ures show that 44 per cent of all
rejected applications for wind
farms since 2007 - 209 of them -
wete later approved by ministers.
Ninety-four of them were single-
rurbine developments

Since April 2020, during the Covid
pandemic, ¢ivil servants havi

‘No’ to 209

allowed a further five wind farms
o STArT COmStrucTion

Last year, critics slammed the
decision to hold virtual consulta-
tions for proposals brought by two
wind farm developers who wanted
to bulld in Kirkcudbrightshire at
Whiteneuk, near Corsock, and st
Garcrogo, east of Balmaelellan,
iy Drallander star Sam Heughsan's
chiilefwesd Borme,

In the absence of phy=ical model
exhibitions, they were conceried
that locals could not get & proper
feel for what the plans entailed

Mr Milligan said: “Given all
manner of things were put on hold
during the pandemic, iE's not unrea-
sonable for communities te expect
1 MOFEOTIUm 00 majer onshore
wind farm developments too.

'I‘.url;l]f were nol able to go out
nnd exnmine these plans.”

Last year, Historic Emvironment
Scotland voioed its conoerns abwot
the ‘cumulative’ impect of turbine
developments on the country’s
majestic castles, plefuresgue ruins
and historie bubldings.

The Scottish Government said
last night: “Scottish Ministers are
committed to seeing the right
developments in the right pleces.”




